


Name:___________________________________________

Field Observation




There are many things that happen around you every day.  The goal today is to look for details that you may have never noticed before, and to ask questions about what you see.  You are about to venture into a desert habitat.  Keep your eyes open and complete the following.

Before you go outside:

1. You are about to go out into the area beyond the fence.  Take a moment to describe the type of living organisms you expect to find there.

	

	

	


Once you are emerged in the habitat:

1. Carefully describe the environment you are investigating (include biotic and abiotic factors).
	

	

	

	


2. Describe the weather in general terms.  Is it typical or atypical of late summer/ early fall, why?

	

	

	


3. What are specific types of life you see?

	

	

	


4. Find an area of ground.  Examine the area closely.  Try to find a spot where two different organisms are interacting.  Describe the interaction you are observing.  (Interactions can be direct or indirect. An example of a direct interaction would be one organism eating another.  Indirect are a bit harder to define, an example would be where an organism gets less sunlight because it has a larger plant shading it.)
	

	

	

	


5. Closely examine the area underneath a large plant.  Describe how the habitat directly beneath the plant is different from open areas where there are not plants.

	

	

	

	


Post observation questions:
1.  At first glance, the environment seems like a difficult place to survive.  It is hot and dry in the summer, and cold and dry in winter.  Why do you think organisms, plants and animals, you observed are able to exist here?  
	

	

	

	


2.What type of organisms common to our area did you NOT see?  Why do you think you didn’t see them?

	

	

	

	


3. What could you do to determine if the time of day or weather influences the types of organisms you see out in this area?

	

	

	

	


4. List five identifying factors that tell us this is a desert habitat and not a tropical one.

	

	

	


5.  Think about the things you observed today and write three sentences that begin with “I wonder why…”


a. ______________________________________________________________________________


b. ______________________________________________________________________________

c. ______________________________________________________________________________

6. If your family was going to create Xeno (little maintenance or watering) landscaping for your yard, which of the following (Cattail, cactus, California Poppy) would be good choices and why? 

	

	

	

	


7.  List four abiotic factors that would influence the type of plants that grow in this area.

	

	

	


