Name: ___________________________  

                Moon Phase Worksheet
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    1. Shade the Earth (above) as it would appear if the sun was located to the right. (The center line is the boundary between day and night. The dot in the center line represents the North Pole. So imagine you are looking down on the Earth from high above.)

2. Shade and label the 8 Moons AS THEY WOULD APPEAR FROM EARTH  (If you were directly below the moon looking up.) 

3. What time is it at position A?___________  B? ___________  C? ___________  D? ___________                                                Hint: At position A the sun is at its highest point in the sky.

4. How does the Moon rotate on its axis? Clockwise or Counterclockwise?___________

5. How long does it take the Moon to rotate on its axis? _______________

6. How long does it take for the Moon to orbit the Earth? _______________

7. How does it orbit? clockwise or counterclockwise?_____________________

8. Which side of the moon is illuminated as it waxes from a New to Full? __________

9. Which side of the moon is illuminated as it wanes from a Full to New? __________

10. What is the shape of the moon just before and just after a New moon? __________

11. What is the shape of the moon just before and after a full moon? __________ 

12. What causes the moon to shine?

13. Why does the moon appear to change shape during the course of a month?

14. Why can’t you see the moon during the new moon phase?
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